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 My educational philosophy has undergone dramatic revisions in the more than two 

decades since I first stepped into the classroom. I used to believe that the teacher should be a 

strict disciplinarian and the center of the educational process. I was very enamored with the idea 

that I possessed knowledge that students needed to have and that I was the vehicle of 

transmission for that knowledge. My first year in the classroom cured me of these illogical 

notions. My desire to continue my education allowed me the opportunity to learn of new theories 

and philosophies. I have been greatly influenced, in particular, by three profound theories: 1) 

Social Capital theory by Coleman; 2) Multiple Intelligences theory by Gardner; and 3) 

Developmental Pathways theory by Comer. Each of these new ideas has influenced my 

philosophy of education. Social Capital theory has enabled me to better understand the 

interactions of the social environment that our students experience. It has reinforced to me the 

absolute necessity of a strong community approach to education. Multiple Intelligences theory 

has allowed me to better understand the diverse ways students learn and how we should assess 

this learning. The concept of intelligence is central to effective teaching and learning. 

Developmental Pathways theory has greatly expanded my understanding of the numerous factors 

influencing student development. The work of Dr. Comer in reforming the educational process 

has benefited me in my work of preparing future teachers. In addition to these theories I have 

also advocated for Vgotsky’s Sociocultural Theory, inquiry based instruction, and the           

God-affirming work of Dr. George Washington Carver. I suppose that if I had to name the 

educational philosophy that best describes me I would choose the term “reformed progressive”. I 

believe that students need a great degree of freedom in their construction of knowledge, but I 

also feel that we as educators have a tremendous archive of knowledge that needs to be shared 



and shaped in the crucible of modern education. I have also learned that humbleness is the key to 

great teaching while arrogance is to be avoided at all costs.  

 


